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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Draft  Enviommental  Impact  Statement 
(DEIS)  for  the  Campo  Solid  Waste 
Management  Project  on  the  Campo 
Indian  Reservation,  San  Diego  County, 

CA 

agency:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  availability  of  DEIS 
and  public  hearing  dates. 

summary:  This  notice  advises  the  public 
that  a  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (DEIS)  for  a  proposed  lease  of 
a  portion  of  the  Campo  Indian 
Reservation  for  development  of  a  solid 
waste  management  project  is  available 
for  public  review  and  that  public 
hearings  will  be  held  regarding  this 
document.  This  notice  is  furnished  as 
required  by  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (NEPA)  Regulations  (40  CFR 
part  1503)  to  obtain  comments  on  the 
DEIS  from  agencies  and  the  public. 
DATES:  Written  comments  should  be 
received  on  or  before  May  8, 1992.  and 
should  be  directed  to  Mr.  Ronald  M. 
Jaeger,  Area  Director,  Sacramento  Area 
Office,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  2800 
Cottage  Way,  Sacramento,  California 
95825. 

Public  hearings  on  the  DEIS  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  April  6, 1992, 1  p.m.  at 
the  San  Diego  County  Administration 
Center,  1600  Pacific  Highway,  San 
Diego,  California;  Monday,  April  6, 1992, 
7  p.m.  at  the  Mountain  Empire  High 
School,  3305  Buckman  Springs  Road, 
Pine  Valley,  California;  and  Tuesday, 
April  7, 1992,  7  p.m.  at  the  Campo  Indian 
Reservation  Tribal  Center,  State 
Highway  94  and  BIA  Route  10. 
Comments  and  participation  at  the 
public  hearings  are  solicited.  Individuals 
wishing  copies  of  this  DEIS  for  review 
should  immediately  contact  Science 
Applications  International  Corporation, 
Environmental  Programs  Dividion,  121 
Gray  Avenue,  suite  101,  Santa  Barbara, 
California,  93101,  Attention:  Mr,  Richard 
A.  Kentro.  Telephone  (805)  966-0811. 
Copies  of  the  DEIS  have  been  sent  to  all 
agencies  and  individuals  who 
participated  in  the  scoping  process  and 
to  ail  others  who  have  already 
requested  copies  of  the  document. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Mr.  Donald  B.  Knapp,  Environmental 
Quality  Specialist,  Sacramento  Area 
Office,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  2800 
Cottage  Way,  Sacramento,  California 
95825.  Telephone  (916)  978-4703. 
SUPFUEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Department  of 
the  Interior,  in  cooperation  with  the 


Campo  Band  of  Mission  Indians,  has 
prepared  a  DEIS  on  the  proposed  lease 
of  a  portion  of  the  Campo  Indian 
Reservation  in  San  Diego  County, 
California.  The  Campo  Band  proposes  to 
lease  the  land  to  their  wholly  owned 
subsidiary,  Muht-Hei,  Inc. 

Muht-Hei,  Inc.,  proposes  to  develop  an 
integrated  solid  waste  management 
project  including  a  sanitary  landfill,  a 
materials  recovery  (recycling)  facility, 
and  a  composting  facility.  The  project 
would  be  located  on  the  reservation  of 
the  Campo  Band  of  Mission  Indians  in 
southeastern  San  Diego  County, 
California.  The  technical  services  of 
Mid-American  Waste  Systems,  Inc.  and 
Campo  Projects  Corporation  would  be 
used  pursuant  to  subleases  and  other 
agreements.  Muht-Hei,  Inc.  is  a  tribally 
chartered,  wholly  owned  corporation  of 
the  Campo  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 
Muht-Hei,  Inc.  was  expressly 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  Campo  Band  in  the  development  of 
projects  for  the  economic  beneHt  of  the 
Band.  Mid-American  Waste  Systems  is 
a  publicly  held  corporation  chartered  in 
Ohio,  specializing  in  design, 
construction,  and  operation  of  landfills 
and  waste  management  systems.  Campo 
Projects  Corporation  is  a  privately  held 
corporation  chartered  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  specializing  in  recycling  and 
resource  recovery. 

The  sanitary  landfill,  materials 
recovery,  composting,  and  ancillary 
facilities  would  be  included  on  one 
contiguous  60t)-acre  site  located  within 
the  1,150-acre  lease  area.  The  remaining 
550  acres  of  lease  area  that  surround  the 
site  would  provide  an  undeveloped 
bu^er  area  between  the  site  and  private 
lands  to  the  east  and  to  the  south.  The 
buffer  area  would  be  700  to  1,660  feet 
wide  on  the  east  and  1,200  to  2,200  feet 
wide  on  the  south. 

Other  actions  outside  the  lease  area 
would  include  upgrading  of  an  existing 
dirt  road  to  provide  a  1.7-mile  paved 
access  road  from  State  Highway  94  to 
the  site,  truck  delivery  of  water  from  an 
off-site  location  on  the  reservation,  and 
delivery  of  solid  waste  to  the  site  via  the 
San  Diego  &  Imperial  Valley  (SD&IV) 
Railroad. 

The  proposed  use  of  the  SD&IV 
Railroad  to  deliver  municipal  solid 
waste  to  the  project  site  is  an  important 
feature  of  the  proposed  project.  The 
SD&IV  Railroad  (formerly  the  San  Diego 
&  Arizona  Eastern  Railroad)  is  a  short¬ 
line  railroad  that  operates  between  San 
Diego  and  El  Cajon  and  also  from  San 
Diego  south  to  San  Ysidro,  then  across 
the  Mexican  border  at  Tijuana  and  east 
to  Tecate.  Although  little  used  east  of 
Tecate,  the  line  re-enters  the  United 
States  near  the  town  of  Camp  and 


crosses  the  Campo  Reservation  before 
continuing  east  to  El  Centro  in  the 
Imperial  Valley.  The  track  is  washed  out 
east  of  the  reservation,  but  it  is  in  fair  to 
good  repair  to  the  west  between  the 
reservation  and  Tecate. 

As  proposed,  almost  all  of  the  waste 
materials  delivered  to  the  project  site 
would  arrive  via  rail  haul  on  the  SD&IV 
Railroad.  Wastes  that  would  be 
expected  to  be  delivered  via  truck  rather 
than  rail  would  include  materials 
destined  for  the  composting  facility  and 
possibly  wastes  from  local  southeast 
San  Diego  County  communities.  Rail 
haul  provides  a  unique  and  potentially 
less  expensive  means  to  haul  waste 
materials  to  a  distant  disposal  site.  The 
Proposed  Site  at  the  Campo  Reservation 
is  ideally  located  to  take  advantage  of 
the  existing  railroad. 

The  proposed  sanitary  landfill  would 
be  classiHed  as  a  Class  III  solid  waste 
disposal  facility  according  to  the 
California  Code  of  Regulations  (CCR, 
title  23,  division  3,  chapter  15)  and  the 
CEPA  Solid  Waste  Management 
Regulations  (Title  V,  $  505.23). 
Wastewater  sewage  or  water  treatment 
sludge  could  be  accepted  if  it  meets 
certain  standards.  However,  infectious 
waste,  asbestos,  petroleum  or  its 
byproducts,  polychlorinated  biphenyls, 
and  other  hazardous  wastes  would  not 
be  accepted. 

The  landfill  portion  of  the  proposed 
project  would  require  a  total  of 
approximately  425  acres.  The  capacity 
of  the  landfill  site  is  estimated  to  be  40 
million  cubic  yards  (or  about  28  million 
tons)  with  a  capacity  for  accepting  up  to 
3,000  tons  per  day  (tpd)  for 
approximately  30  years. 

The  proposed  Materials  Recovery 
Facility  (MRF)  would  house  the 
recycling  activities  and  would  provide 
temporary  storage  for  recovered 
materials  prior  to  shipment  to  markets. 
The  MRF  would  be  located  adjacent  to 
the  landfill. 

The  composting  facility  would  be 
located  on  approximately  10  acres  near 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  project 
site.  The  composting  process  selected 
for  this  project  is  referred  to  as  "in- 
vessel”  composting.  This  process  is 
carried  out  with  all  initial  ingredients, 
receipt,  mixing,  and  biochemical 
reactions  occurring  in  a  completely 
closed  system.  The  product  would  be  a 
controlled  composition,  high  quality 
compost  product,  selectively  suitable  for 
sale  into  the  agricultural,  gardening, 
and/or  landscaping  markets. 

Indian  reservations  are  governed  as 
sovereign  nations,  thus,  the  permitting 
requirements  of  state  and  local 
regulatory  agencies  do  not  apply.  The 
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Campo  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (CEPA)  has  been  empowered  by 
the  Campo  tribal  government  to  adopt 
and  enforce  standards  and  regulations 
specifically  designed  to  protect  the 
environment  and  tribal  lands.  Permitting 
and  environmental  standards  will  be 
enforced  by  the  CEPA  under  adopted 
codes  and  procedures.  The  standards 
must,  at  a  minimum,  meet  the  applicable 
standards  of  the  EPA,  BIA,  and  other 
federal  agencies. 

Alternatives  considered  and 
evaluated  with  the  proposed  action 
include  two  alternative  site  locations  on 
the  reservation  identified  as  Alternative 
Site  1  and  Alternative  Site  2.  Also 
evaluated  with  the  proposed  action  are 
the  alternatives  of  a  reduced  waste 
stream  and  a  reduced  area  of 
disturbance.  The  No-Action  Alternative 
is  also  evaluated. 

Alternative  Site  1  is  in  the  north-south 
trending  canyon  in  the  central  portion  of 
the  reservation.  An  area  of 
approximately  210  acres  would  be 
available  for  use  as  a  landHll  with  an 
overall  capacity  of  40  million  cubic 
yards.  Development  of  this  site  would 
displace  the  currently  active  Campo 
sand  quarry.  Facilities  associated  with 
this  alternative  would  include  the 
sanitary  landfill,  the  MRF,  and  the 
composting  facility.  Access  to  the 
facility  could  be  accomplished  by  both 
rail  and  truck  transport,  although  rail 
deliveries  would  require  the 
construction  of  a  2-mile  rail  spur  to  the 
site.  Truck  delivery  would  be 
accomplished  via  Interstate  8  and  State 
Highway  94,  then  north  on  BIA  Route  10. 

Alternative  Site  2  is  located  in  the 
extreme  southwestern  portion  of  the 
reservation.  The  site  is  in  an  unnamed  . 
canyon  that  runs  southeast  to  northwest. 
The  site  encompasses  approximately 
180  acres.  Canyon  depth  ranges  from  120 
to  200  feet  with  an  average  depth  of  160 
feet.  Estimated  capacity  of  the  site  is  45 
million  cubic  yards.  Operations  at  this 


site  would  require  use  of  truck  haul 
only,  because  it  is  unlikely  that  a  rail 
spur  would  be  constructed  to  the  site 
due  to  the  grade  required.  This  site 
would  not  have  sufficient  cover  material 
for  the  landfill  and  would  require 
importation  of  cover  material.  It  may  be 
possible  to  utilize  materials  from  the 
Campo  sand  quarry  as  supplemental 
cover  material.  Facilities  associated 
with  this  alternative  would  include  the 
sanitary  landHll,  the  MRF,  and  the 
composting  facility.  Waste  haul  would 
be  by  Interstate  8  and  State  Highway  94, 
then  south  to  an  unpaved  road  on  the 
reservation. 

A  reduced  waste  stream  at  the 
Proposed  Site  could  be  utilized  to 
accomplish  one  of  several  goals.  A 
reduction  in  the  daily  waste  stream  from 
3,000  to  1,500  tpd  would  reduce  the 
amount  of  rail  and/or  truck  trafHc  to  the 
site,  could  result  in  less  daily  water 
consumption,  and  would  reduce  the 
number  of  workers  required  for  the 
project.  Reducing  the  daily  waste  stream 
by  one-half,  however,  would  also  have  a 
major  effect  on  both  the  viability  of  the 
project  from  an  operational  as  well  as 
economic  perspective  on  a  short-term 
basis.  Annual  revenues  to  the  Campo 
Band  would  be  reduced  by  about  50 
percent  The  useful  life  of  the  Proposed 
Site,  however,  would  be  increased  from 
30  to  60  years  under  the  projected  use 
rates  of  the  proposed  action. 

A  reduction  in  the  capacity  of  the 
proposed  landfill  by  reducing  its  areal 
extent  was  also  examined  as  an 
alternative.  Reduction  in  the  areal 
extent  of  the  landfill  would  result  in  an 
overall  reduction  of  the  capacity  of  the' 
landfill  and  the  lifetime  of  the  project. 
Total  revenues  to  the  Campo  Band  over 
the  life  of  the  project  would  be  reduced 
by  about  50  percent.  Although  a  reduced 
area  of  disturbance  would  shorten  the 
life  of  the  active  project,  it  would  not 
include  a  decrease  in  the  daily  amounts 
of  water  required  to  operate  the  facility 


or  a  potential  reduction  in  the  air,  noise, 
groundwater,  and  traffic  impacts 
associated  with  the  proposed  action. 

The  No-Action  Alternative  would 
continue  the  present  situation.  Neither 
the  proposed  action  nor  any  of  the 
alternatives  would  be  developed.  The 
need  for  economic  development  on  the 
reservation  would  remain.  The  Campo 
Band  would  continue  to  experience  low 
income  and  employment  levels. 

Other  government  agencies  and 
members  of  the  public  have  contributed 
to  the  planning  and  evaluation  of  the 
proposals  and  to  the  preparation  of  this 
DEIS.  The  scoping  process  for  the 
Campo  Solid  Waste  Management  EIS 
began  with  the  publication  of  a  Notice  of 
Intent  (NOI)  in  the  September  26, 1989, 
Federal  Register. 

Public  scoping  meetings  were  held  on 
October  12  and  13, 1989,  at  the  Campo 
Reservation,  in  the  town  of  Campo,  and 
in  Chula  Vista,  California,  to  obtain 
input  from  Federal,  State,  local,  and 
tribal  agencies  and  the  interested  public. 

Agencies  and  individuals  are  urged  to 
provide  comments  on  this  DEIS  as  soon 
as  possible.  All  comments  received  by 
the  dates  given  above  will  be 
considered  in  preparation  of  the  final 
EIS. 

This  notice  is  published  pursuant  to 
§  1503.1  of  the  Council  of  ^vironmental 
Quality  Regulations  (40  CFR,  parts  1500 
through  1508)  implementing  the 
procedural  requirements  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  as 
amended  (42  U.S.C.  4321  et  se^.). 
Department  of  the  Interior  Manual  (516 
DM  1-6)  and  is  in  the  exercise  of 
authority  delegated  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary — Indian  Affairs  by  209  DM  8. 

Dated:  February  27, 1992. 

Patrick  A.  Hayes, 

Director,  Office  of  Trust  and  Economic 
Development 

[FR  Doc.  92-5041  Filed  3-5-92;  8:45  am] 
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